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Introduction

Å Blueberry plants have complex relationships with fungi

Å Some positive ςmycorrhizae or endophytes

WaŨny, R., Jňdrzejczyk, R.J., RozpŃdek, P.et al. . Appl Microbiol Biotechnol 106, 4775ï4786 (2022). 
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Introduction

Å Blueberry plants have complex relationships with fungi

Å Some positive ςmycorrhizae or endophytes

Å Some negative ςpathogens

Anthracnose Rust Powdery mildew Alternaria rotBotrytis
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Introduction

Å Understanding the 
scope of the biology and 
interactions in complex 
communities will aid in 
the management of 
these ecosystems

https://www.symplanta.com
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From previous studiesé

ÅThe genus Botrytisis comprised of ascomycetous plant pathogenic fungi that are 
mostly specialists

ÅB. cinerea is a generalist pathogen that is believed to infect hundreds of plant species, 
including blueberries

5ÅHas historically been classified as an exclusively necrotrophic pathogen
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From previous studiesé
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ÅAll isolates clustered with B. cinerea reference 
sequences, except two isolates (B. pelargoniiand 
an unidentified Botrytis)

ÅNo evidence that B. cinerea is an endophyte
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From previous studiesé

ÅAll isolates clustered with B. cinerea reference 
sequences, except two isolates (B. pelargonii
and an unidentified Botrytis)

ÅNo evidence that B. cinerea is an endophyte

ÅMost above-ground blueberry tissues are 
susceptible to infection by B.cinerea

ÅMajority of the strains collected from flowers 
and berries

ÅMajority of the strains are pathogenic
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