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Blueberry Research Timeline
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Research Project 3. Packhouses
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2022 Plant Pathology Final Year

Mini Research Projects on Blueberries
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Namibia ... | Botswana
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Questionnaire (2023)
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1. General production

(Row spacing/ irrigation/ soil substrate/
fertilizers etc.)

Conclusions

2. Most prevalent problems B 1. The focus has mainly been on
{EeUIE & Bl 1EE ) Botrytis rot as postharvest
3. Control approaches soun afrca Eathoge”. . "
(Biological/ chemical/ cultural control) ' r_eventatlve Spraying aC(?Or Ing
to industry recommendations
4. Phenological growth stage 3. Refocus on other potential rot
pathogens
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Honey bee dissemination of Bacillus subtilis to citrus flowers for

control of Alternaria

BY i Harsh weather

Temp > 25°C;
RH < 15%

—

Fungicidal pro-
tection required
i at 50 and 100%
A petat drop If harsh

weather condi-
tions are
experienced
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Dropped it and dead citrus fissue
serve as inocuium

Fruit drop due to insect and fungal navel fruft
damage and yellowing of navel-ends ments c'{,“,. é:?;e
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by maturing

Post-harvest decay triggered by overmaturing, ” "“ i teradh

injuries to juice vesicles and large navel-ends
In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Figure 2.1 Life cycle of Alternaria (Schutte ef al., 1994).
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To assess thdisease profile and the aggressivenass
Alternariaalternatain northern blueberry production regions
of SA and to determine thesensitivity to fungicides

currently used by the industry.
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Fungal pathogen

isolation, purification,
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