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2022 Plant Pathology Final Year
Mini Research Projects on Blueberries

Alternaria alternata

Colletotrichum spp.

Epicoccum spp.

Botrytis cinerea

Fusarium spp.

Sampled Sites: 

1. Nurseries

2. Commercial 
production farms

3. In & out of season 
packhouses
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Questionnaire (2023)

1.General production 
(Row spacing/ irrigation/ soil substrate/ 
fertilizers etc.)

2.Most prevalent problems
(Biotic & abiotic factors)

3.Control approaches
(Biological/ chemical/ cultural control)

4. Phenological growth stages 

Conclusions:
1. The focus has mainly been on 

Botrytis rot as postharvest 
pathogen

2. Preventative spraying ς according 
to industry recommendations

3. Refocus on other potential rot 
pathogens
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Aim

To assess the disease profile and the aggressiveness of 

Alternaria alternata in northern blueberry production regions 

of SA and to determine their sensitivity to fungicides 

currently used by the industry.
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Processing Procedure 


