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A Word from our Chairman 
 

 
 

SABPA Vision and Mission 

 To ensure an economically viable 

and sustainable berry industry via 

coordinated joint actions, 

 To establish uniform grading 

regulations for berries produced in 

South Africa, 

 To liaise with other berry groups 

locally and internationally to 

exchange information of mutual 

benefit, 

 To look at ways of promoting sales 

and consumption of berries on the 

local and export markets, 

 To facilitate relevant research in 

the berry industry, 

 To liaise with the Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 

and other Government 

Departments and industry 

stakeholders, 

 To collect and share relevant 

industry information. 

 

Berry sales and consumption continue to grow worldwide.  Blueberries 

showed the biggest growth globally. This resulted in local blueberry 

plantings increasing dramatically during the previous season, as many 

new growers entered the industry with the aim to take part in the 

blueberry export opportunity. Due to the rapid development of the SA 

Berry industry, a dedicated operational manager has been appointed 

at SABPA in conjunction with Hortgro.  The objective of this person is 

to assist with the day-to-day administrational tasks, and also to drive 

crucial issues such as the registration of chemicals and the completion 

of Phytosanitary Info Packages which is needed to start the process of 

opening new markets. We welcome Elzette Schutte to SABPA. 

IBO China- feedback from Tiaan Steyl  
The IBO summit for Blueberries was held from 10-12 September in China. 
SABPA appointed our chairman Tiaan Steyl to attend the symposium. 

“In my opinion, the China access market process seems possible because  
the Chinese are eager to accept imported product to develop their market. 
It is up to us to drive the process on the SA side” 

Please follow link for his full report: http://www.saberries.co.za/wp-
content/uploads/2013/02/IBO-Summit-10-to-12-September-2017-Qujing-
China.pdf  
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 Marktoegang 
  

  

A critical needs list has been 
compiled and we will be meeting 
with DAFF early November for 
discussions.  

We have been meeting with 
Chemical Companies to get their 
valuable input and we look forward 
to working with them. Watch this 
space for development on this hot 
topic! 

The Registration of  
Chemicals 
A lot of work has been done in 
the past to successfully register 
much needed chemicals for use 
on our berries. However, due to 
the fact that the dispensation 
allowing us to use unregistered 
chemicals has been suspended in 
May 2017, we are busy with 
another round of chemical 
registrations.  

Who’s on our SABPA 
board? 

Tiaan Steyl (chairman),  

Hannes Laubscher, 

Johan le Roux,  

Jean Kotze,  

Justin Mudge,  

Charles Rossouw,  

Sean Tager 

Health fact: Clinical studies have discovered that, unlike radiation and chemotherapy strategies, 

gallic acid-rich foods like blueberries can kill cancer without harming healthy cells! 

Dit is vir SABPA en ons lede van kritiese belang dat ons nuwe groter 
markte moet oopmaak vir ons bessies. Ons het die volgende markte 
geindentifiseer: 

China, Japan, Indië, Suid-Korea en VSA. 

 Dit is egter ook van belang dat ons bestaande markte behou en ontwikkel. 

Om ‘n nuwe mark te betree is ‘n groot uitdaging en daar moet deeglik 
huiswerk gedoen word vooraf. Suid Afrikaanse peste en plae op 
onderskeie bessies moet geindentifiseer word; daarvolgens moet 
“Phytosanitary Information Packages” saamgestel word vir elke nuwe 
land. SABPA sal saammet die Universiteit van Stellenbosch werk om 
hierdie PIP’s saam te stel. Dit moet voorgelê word aan die betrokke land 
se regering en dan is dit die lang proses van wag vir hulle terugvoering. 

Ons is egter baie vasberade en vertrou dat ons sukses sal hê met die 
proses.  

 

                                                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

Next Board Meeting 
and Strategic 

session: 
13 February 2018 

Next AGM:  
28 August 2018 
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The Bees Knees 
SABPA encourages all its members to please read and adhere to 

the recommendations posted in an article by the Pollination 

Services Charter regarding good agricultural practices and bees. 

You can find this article by following the link below: 

http://www.croplife.co.za/images/croplife/home/POLLINATIONS

ERVICESCHARTER.pdf 

 

Western Cape Minor Crop Fund 
SABPA has acquired funds from the Western Cape Minor Crop 

Fund to help facilitate a research project “Determining the 

suitability of blueberry varieties to honey bee pollination” This 

project is being administered and steered by Stellenbosch 

University.  

 

2017 Hortgro Tree Census 
Hortgro annually conducts a tree census survey for each and

every association. The purpose of this survey is to enable the 

industry to pro-actively deal with the range of strategic issues on 

a  sector level. Vital information for on-farm and regional decision 

making is also derived from the survey.  

It is therefore extremely important that all producers complete 

the forms as accurately as possible and submit the relevant 

information to hortgro@hortgro.co.za by 31 October 2017.

SABPA has already conducted a survey in April 2017, but we will 

work with Hortgro going forward and conduct our survey during 

October on a yearly basis. 

 

 

 

SABPA Membership 

Membership structure is 

currently as follow: 

 R1000 joining fee (once 

off) 

 R600 annual 

membership fee 

 R0.10/kg levy on all 

Class 1 fruit (local 

and/or export) 


